Ethnic pedagogical knowledge in its content covers a set of knowledge in the field of ethnic pedagogy beginning with its subject -folk pedagogy and its origins, as well as knowledge in the field of many disciplines. The authors of the article assume that in the conditions of ethnic pedagogical education of the Republic of Tuva, the tasks of expanding the content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge remain relevant.
The object of the research is the content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge as an integral basis of ethnic pedagogical studies.
The objective of the research is to study the expansion of the content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge. In the course of the research we applied theoretical and empirical research methods.
The methodological basis of the study is a cultural approach. The theoretical foundations of the research are the works of the classics of pedagogy and modern scholars, including those in the field of methodology of ethnic pedagogical research.
The novelty of the research has a methodological and scientific-methodological value in the process of teaching the course of ethnic pedagogy (in the context of higher education of the Republic of Tyva).
The analysis of scientific and pedagogical literature shows that ethnic pedagogical knowledge is considered as knowledge associated with theoretical knowledge and ethnic pedagogical activity. "The development of ethnic pedagogy, like any other science, began with the birth of the first ethnic pedagogical thoughts, the simplest ethnic pedagogical knowledge to theoretical and methodological concepts and justifications" (Nezdemkovskaya, 2011a: 2) . "Ethnic pedagogy is an interdisciplinary branch of scientific and pedagogical knowledge. Interdisciplinary research is a way of organizing research involving interaction in the study of the same object by representatives of various disciplines ... Interdisciplinary research is considered primarily as a problem of research practice and transfer of its results into a knowledge system" (Nezdemkovskaya, 2011a: 3).
The studies note that "there is an increased interest for ethnicity observed lately, the importance of ethnic pedagogical knowledge in the modern society and the system of education is increased". V.Yu. Shtykareva outlines motivational-value-based, cognitive and managerial criteria as the criteria of the ethnic pedagogical competence of a future teacher (Shtykareva, 2005 (Nezdemkovskaya, 2011b: 10) . Each of this concepts relates to this or that field of knowledge. In the process of study and determination of the content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge such general research as analysis and synthesis are applied.
The content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge is also reflected in the study of M.Kh.
Mal'sagova, which "has determined the regularities of ethnic pedagogical knowledge", and their forms (Mal'sagova, 2014: 15) . The author thinks that "… the forms of ethnic pedagogical knowledge include ordinary-practical, playful, personal, folk pedagogy.
If they are underestimated, this leads to ignorance of methodological principles of objectivity and historical order…". The author considers the content of these forms.
Expansion of the content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge is interdependent on ethnic pedagogical activity (V.Yu. Shtykareva), synthesis of folk and theoretical research (G.V. Nezdemkovskaya), cognitive and educational value of a specific ethnos in the pedagogical culture (K.Zh. Kozhakhmetova), patterns of ethnic pedagogical knowledge, and also its forms (M.Kh. Mal'sagova).
The assimilation of ethnic pedagogical knowledge is achieved by analysing scientific works and their practical application in the process of ethnic pedagogical education, which requires the organization of scientific and methodological support.
Ethnic pedagogization is viewed as "the main and decisive factor in the integration of education and up-bringing" (Volkov, 2003: 4-7) .
In identifying the content of ethnic pedagogical knowledge, it is important to study forms the foundation for the further development of culture" (Chernyakova, 2016: 60-63 ). In the methodology of pedagogy it is outlined: "…knowledge is complete when it reveals the objects and phenomena of reality "in their real life", in the unity of their parts…" (Kraevskii, 2001 ).
In of Russia show, for example, that "... we must always remember (and take into account) that the child's primary socialization occurs in the world of a particular ethnic culture and that it exists (at the same time) among other ethnic cultures" (Kopeikina, 2000: 23-24) .
In the conditions of higher education in Tuva, the importance of organizing students' research work on the study of folk knowledge is emphasized, along with psychological and pedagogical research, based on cultural and historical publications. 
